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Aboriginal and Territorial Indiana and the Century of Statehood Gen. Jefferson C. Davis. One of the most
distinguished Indianans who made military life his profession was Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, who first volunteered
his services to the profession of arms at the outbreak of the war with Mexico, and was a member of the regular
army thereafter for thirty years. He was born in Clark County, Indiana, March 2, 1827. He was of an old
Kentucky family. His grandparents, William and Charlotte Davis, died in Kentucky, the former in 1840, at the age
of sixty-seven, and the latter on May 6, 1851. William Davis, Jr., father of General Davis, was born July 29, 1800,
and died March 21, 1879. He married Mary Drummond, who was born June 24, 1801, and died November 24,
1881. Their children were: Jefferson C.; James W., born February 24, 1829, died October 12, 1906; John, born
December 27, 1830, died May 6, 1859; Joseph, born November 14, 1832, died August 6, 1867; George, born
November 21, 1834, died in March, 1901; William, born March 5, 1838, died November 25, 1910; Matilda Anne,
born September 5, 1841, died July 19, 1890; Thomas Benton, born August 22, 1844, died in October, 1911.
Joseph, George and William all also served in the Civil war, and Dr. Thomas Davis was contract surgeon in the
regular army. Jefferson C. Davis spent his boyhood days near Charleston in Clark County, Indiana, on his father
s farm. His military genius was inherited from a military ancestry, some of his forefathers having fought in the
Indian wars of Kentucky. While...
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