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As early as 1820 it was known in Europe that in Middle Egypt,
on the east bank of the Nile, in the district between Minieh and
Siut, there lay the remains of a great city of Ancient Egypt. The
Prussian exploration expedition of 1842-45 gave special
attention to this site, where indeed were found, about sixty
miles south of Minieh, extensive ruins, beginning at the village
of Haggi Kandil and covering the floor of a rock-bound valley
named after the fellahin village, El Amarna. At that time the
ground-plan of the city was still easy to distinguish; the regular
lines of the streets could be traced, and enough could be seen
of the great design of the principal temple to excite the
admiration of the discoverers. This example of the laying out
of an ancient Egyptian town still remains almost unique, for of
old, as now, private buildings were constructed...
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