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read silently. Try reading them aloud, especially before a good campfire, and see if the mummies do not escape
their wrappings and walk about in the firelight, as strange and beautiful as when first they came to me. These
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that leave behind the mundane, ordinary, realistic world of our everyday experience, and | believe that such
stories can pull our minds out of the ruts of culturally conditioned thinking and propel us into new ways of
understanding and perhaps even of being. The common theme, | believe, is the idea of sainthood. But a saint,
to me, is the same as a bodhisattva or a medicine man or woman - such a person is not necessarily associated
with a certain particular religious tradition, or any at all. Such a person, rather, is one who knows how to walk
the pathless path and guides others on it. A saint is one who has left behind the sound and fury of this physical
world, who has transcended self entirely, and who thus can guide others on the path to transcendence. The
stories herein partake of motifs from several spiritual traditions, however | do not mean any of them to be
representative, or even evocative, of any particular tradition, but rather of the universal theme of
transcendence that is found at the deepest level...
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