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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. (441 G St. , NW, Rm. LM, Washington 20548): U. S. General Accounting
Office, 1997. OCLC Number: (OCoLC)38756719 Subject: Blood -- Transfusion -- Safety measures. Excerpt: . . . B-
274942 Although the tik of receiving Hrv-contaminatedblood is the publics greatest fear, other diseases
transmitted through blood are far more common thm HIVF. or example, we found that the risk of contracting
HCV HIV. After infection is more thari 100times greater than that of contracting screening and testing, the
likelihood that a unit of blood infected with hepatitis C virus would remain undetected and be released for
trartsfusion is 1in every 4, 100units of blood; for HIVt, he likelihood is 1in every 450, 000units. [l A more sensitive
ti-HCVtest that detects more infected units is available in Europe md has been licensed in the United States
during the past year. | and use is widespread but not universal. The likelihood that a unit of blood may become
contaminated by bacteria ranges from 1 in 500, 000for red blood cells to 1 in 10, 200for random donor platelets,
the blood component used to heat certain bleeding disorders. As we discuss in Blood Supply: FDA Oversight and
Remaining Issues of Safety, cited above, bacteria can enter a unit during collection as a result of either poor
aseptic technique or donor bacteremia. Bacteria present in a unit can proliferate during storage. Platele are at
high risk because they are stored at room temperature; tie risk of their contamination greatly increases over
their storage life of 5 days. Bedside tests for bacterial contamination codd greatly mitigate this problem and
FDAfor may soon be presented to approval. Weestimated that about 1 in every 2, 000units may be...
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