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edition. Excerpt: .some Moral benefit is design d to Mankind.
Hee who has that in aim, will not imploy his time or Pen, to
record the history of bad men, how successful or great soever
they may have bin; unless by relating thir Tragical ends (which,
through the just Judgment of the Almighty, most commonly
overtakes them) or by discriminating, with a due note of
Infamy, whatever is criminal in thir actions, hee warn the
Reader to flee thir example. Aubrey s life of Milton (in the Brief
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biography; it is merely a collection of biographical jottings. The
title is alv ays used wlen the poet s name is mentioned in the
manuscript. But to celebrate, whether the Guifts or Graces, the
natural Endowments, or acquir d laudable Habitts of Persons
eminent in thir Generations, while...
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