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appearance at every door. Not a tyro of a clerk but seems to be
learning to draw in figures. Saints and sinners unite in bidding
their fellow-creatures L.S.D.--d; and, knowing our inability before
they ask, and their ignorance in asking, request us, at our
earliest convenience, to settle their small accounts. The world
seems bent, in short, upon prolonging by weariness of spirit the
brevity of the shortest day of the year! Among mine enemies (at
the period when I was beginning to comprehend the identity
between an enemy and a creditor) was a certain rich man, who
swore he was a very poor one, --Jonas Cox by name, and a tailor
by nature. Yes, by nature; for he was born a tailor, a chip of the
old shop-board, a Snip of many generations. There had been as
many Coxes in his cabbagery as...
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