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and personal duty that may not be delegated. But in each of the cases cited by the respondent there was a
weakness or defect in the scaffold, hoist, ladder or other mechanical contrivance, which defect was the direct
cause of the accident complained of--the rope broke, the scaffold fell or the contrivance gave way. The
interpretation now sought to be placed upon the act, that it is the absolute duty of the master to protect a
workman upon any such contrivance trom outside extraneous and independent injury, seems to mo
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the same protection, for a man working upon a scaffold or a ladder is equally exposed to the danger of being
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employer would in fact become the insurer of his workmens safety in connection with any such appliance, not
only...
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