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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1856 edition. Excerpt: . . . unprofitable. A considerable diminution in the product of a good English
harvest, as compared with former years, may then freely be looked for. We have given above an official table of
the quantity of food taken for consumption in England, for the year ending August, 1849. That was in aid of the
harvest of 1848, which was good, but the acreable product, from causes alluded, could not have been as large
as usual. The result of this is, that the small farmers, with small crops at low prices, cannot meet tithes, taxes,
poor rates, and rent, the last the most onerous; and their capital and numbers are annually diminishing,
swelling the numbers of bread-consumers in other employments. Merchants Magazine, Vol. XVII. page 562 The
land was given to man for his use, and the basis of the whole science of political economy is to be found in the
law which governs his relation with this great and only machine of production. Mr. Ricardo taught that in the
infancy of society men could command rich soils, from which they could obtain an abundant supply of food;
but that with the growth of population food became more scarce, producing a necessity for dispersion in quest
of those rich soils. The common sense of mankind teaches the contrary, and in this case, as in all others, the
common sense of the many is right, while the uncommon sense of the few is wrong, as wTill be seen...
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