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World Bank Publications, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 228 x 150 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This book looks at both the potential and limits of
policies to promote entrepreneurship as an important vehicle for social mobility in Latin America and the
Caribbean. Who are the region s entrepreneurs? They tend to be middle-aged males with secondary and, often,
tertiary education who represent only a small segment of the economically-active population in the six
countries considered in this book. They come from families in which a parent is, or was, an entrepreneur. In
fact, a parent s occupation is more important in the decision to become an entrepreneur than a parent s
wealth, income or education. Middle class entrepreneurship tends to dominate the sample in part since this is
the majority class in society. However, as a percentage of each social class, entrepreneurship tends to be higher
in the upper class, followed by the middle and lower classes. Entrepreneurs concentrate in micro-enterprises
with fewer than five employees. They enjoy greater social mobility than employees and the self-employed, but
this mobility is not always in the upward direction. Entrepreneurs face multiple obstacles including stifling
bureaucracy, burdensome tax procedures, and lack of financing, human capital, technological skills, and
supportive networks. The support of family and friends, and a modicum of social capital, help them cope with
these obstacles to entrepreneurship.
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